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Community Asian Theatre of the Sierra (CATS)
presents

Message from Artistic Director and President
by Lisa Moon
I am pleased to be writing this message this
year. Thank you everyone for your kind words of
support and prayers to help me heal from my
recent medical incident.
Community Asian Theatre of the Sierra
(CATS) produced a memorable production, The
White Snake, in the Spring of 2017 because of all
the folks who stepped up and oﬀered their talent.
We had a great cast, director, designers, and crew.
The White Snake received recognition for
excellence from the Sacramento Area Regional
Lisa Moon
Theatre Alliance. Competition was stiﬀ with 57 plays in
the Comedy category being judged from the Sacramento Region.
Nominations in a Comedy went to: Olivia Pritchett for Best Supporting
Actress, Jill Kelly for Best Costume Designer, Tim Dugan for Best
Lighting Designer, and Tynowyn Woolman for Best Sound Designer.
New this year from SARTA was Outstanding Achievement, which
gave recognition to those who scored in the next 10%, just below the 5
nominees in each category. SARTA was able to acknowledge a group of
people within a certain score range with a certiﬁcate to let them know
how well they had done. SARTA hopes these recognitions will motivate
and encourage everyone to keep up the outstanding work. Outstanding
Achievement in a Comedy for The White Snake went to: Carolyn
Howarth for Direction, Tim Dugan for Set Design, Jon Enos for
Supporting Male Actor, Lyra Dominguez for Leading Female Actress,
T.E. Wolfe for Leading Male Actor, and Community Asian Theatre of
the Sierra for Overall Production. Congratulations to these folks for their
ﬁne work.
To celebrate our 24th season in Spring 2018, CATS is producing
Rodgers and Hammerstein’s South Paciﬁc, an artistic collaboration
between Jeﬀrey Mason and Susan Mason as directors and musical
directors, from April 12 – May 5, 2018, at the Nevada Theatre. (See
Directors’ Notes on page 2.) The creative team, in addition to Jeﬀrey
Mason and Susan Mason sharing the helm, includes Tim Dugan as Set
Designer; Les Solomon as Lighting Designer; Leslie Dilloway as
Costume Designer; and Katherine Scourtes as Props Designer. If you
have interest in hair/makeup design, or be an assistant to the Props
Designer, please contact me at drmoon@chanmoon.com. Tickets will
be available beginning December 11, 2017. Visit www.catsweb.org for
more details.
Again, thank you for your continued support of CATS.

at The Nevada Theatre
401 Broad St., Nevada City, CA

Directors and Musical Directors
Jeﬀ Mason and Susan Mason
April 2018
Thurs.
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Sat.
n12 7:00 u13 8:00 l14 8:00
19 7:00
20 8:00
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May 2018
4 8:00
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3 7:00

5 8:00

n Final Dress
u Preview
l Opening Night with Gala Reception

Ticket Prices:
Final Dress: $15 and $20
Preview: $20 and $25
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday:
$25 and $30
For ticket information: www.catsweb.org
or call Jeannie Wood: 530-265-2990

New!! All-Reserved Seating at South Paciﬁc
It’s time. That’s right. It’s time for CATS to go all reserved seating
on especially a popular show such as South Paciﬁc. We will have
two-tired pricing. Tickets would be available beginning on December
11, 2017, at www.catsweb.org, the Briar Patch in Grass Valley, or by
calling Jeannie Wood at 530-265-2990. You would be able to choose
your own seats and have the option to print your tickets at home. If
you wish to organize a group of 10 or more for a 10% discount, please
contact Jeannie Wood at info@catsweb.org or at the above
telephone number. Some restrictions apply with group sales.
Final Dress: $15 and $20
Preview: $20 and $25
Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat, and Sun: $25 and $30

Wed.
—
—
25 7:00

Tickets available in December 2017:
www.catsweb.org
The Briar Patch
Email: info@catsweb.org
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South Paciﬁc: from Diﬀerence to Reconciliation
by Jeﬀrey Mason

South Paciﬁc is a theatrical landmark. A major work by
composer Richard Rodgers and lyricist Oscar Hammerstein II,
with director Joshua Logan collaborating on the book, it
opened in 1949 with songs written for two uniquely contrasting
stars: Mary Martin, a rising Broadway performer creating her
ﬁrst major role, with Peter Pan and The Sound of Music in her
future; and Ezio Pinza, the Italian bass who had spent over
twenty years singing leading roles at Covent Garden, La Scala
and the Metropolitan Opera. The show ran for nearly ﬁve
years and won ten Tony Awards as well as the Pulitzer Prize.
The 2008 Broadway revival was a smash hit with Kelli O’Hara
and Paulo Szot.
We at CATS are thrilled to work on a show with such variety.
The musical is based on James Michener’s Tales of the South
Paciﬁc, a collection of stories he wrote while stationed in the
New Hebrides during World War II. Michener focused on the
strain of thousands of Navy personnel mobilizing to go into
action: they had work to do, but they also had to endure
boredom and idleness while waiting for the next big push.
South Paciﬁc explores the story behind the war, how the
military people passed the time: there are mischievous sailors
and Seabees who will go to any lengths to get around their
oﬃcers’ restrictions, there are nurses looking for
entertainment, and, of course, we have not one but two
passionate love stories. South Paciﬁc combines love songs,
production numbers, heroism and sacriﬁce behind enemy
lines, a wild variety show that the sailors and nurses put
together to celebrate Thanksgiving, and two adorable children
whose future the war has placed in jeopardy.
Yet the core of the story is the struggle against racism.
Nellie Forbush, a Navy nurse, falls in love with Emile de
Becque, an expatriate planter, but although they are able to
manage the distance between the Arkansas hick and the
cultured Frenchman, Nellie’s deeply-ingrained prejudices
leave her appalled when she learns that Emile was once
married to a Polynesian woman and had two children with her.
Joe Cable, a Marine lieutenant, falls in love with Liat, a
Tonkinese girl who is also thousands of miles from home, but
when her mother, the formidable Bloody Mary, enthusiastically
urges them to marry, he realizes that his upper-class, Main
Line Philadelphia family would never accept such a wife.
Cable’s bitter song, “You’ve Got to Be Carefully Taught,”
directly confronts the truth that racism isn’t inherent but
learned, and that it can tear people apart.
So at bottom, South Paciﬁc is about diﬀerence, which is
surfacing as the key issue of our own moment in history.

Volunteering to ﬁght the war brings together Americans of
diverse backgrounds who would never have encountered
each other at home, but diﬀerence leads to crisis as they meet
Polynesians and Tonkinese, who are themselves trying to
understand these strangers from the far side of the ocean.
Diﬀerence destroys Cable and leaves Liat forsaken, but in the
ﬁnal moments, Nellie learns that diﬀerence can enrich all lives.
Jeﬀrey Mason (director,
musical director) completed his
undergraduate degree in music
at Stanford University after
studying at the Juilliard School:
theory with Jacob Druckman and
ensemble under Dennis Russell
Davies, James Conlon, Per
Brevig and Jean Morel. He
earned his Ph.D. in Dramatic Art
at the University of California,
Berkeley, and he taught theatre
for over thirty years at several
institutions including the
University of Oregon. He has directed over ﬁfty theatrical
productions and played over thirty roles including the Emcee
in Cabaret and Cassius in Julius Caesar. Locally, he has
directed for the Foothill Theatre Company (Scapino!), Sierra
Stages (Death of a Salesman, The Music Man, Vanya and
Sonya and Masha and Spike), and Synthetic Unlimited
(Betrayal, As You Like It). He conducted the CATS production
of Miss Saigon, and for LeGacy Productions, he played
Ebenezer Scrooge in his own adaptation of A Christmas Carol.
He is the author of Stone Tower: The Political Theater of Arthur
Miller and four other books.
Susan Mason (director,
musical director) is pleased
to be working again with CATS
having previously directed
Miss Saigon. Locally, she has
directed The Producers, The
Last Five Years and Assassins
for Sierra Stages, Alice in
Wonderland and The
Emperor’s New Clothes for
Quest Theaterworks, Gary
Wright’s The Hearing for the 24
Hour Plays at the Foundry, and
I Hate Hamlet and A Christmas
Carol for LeGacy Productions. As Artistic Associate at Sutter
Street Theatre, she directed Complete History of America
(abridged) and I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change, and
for Into the Woods, she received an Elly nomination for
directing and the Elly Award for musical direction. She holds
two degrees in music and has performed with many groups in
California and Oregon, also serving as musical director or
vocal coach with the Foothill Theatre Company, the Los Altos
Conservatory Theatre, and Sutter Street Theatre. She has
performed as an actor with the Willamette Repertory Theatre,
the Oregon Festival of American Music, the Lord Leebrick
Theatre, Kern Art Theatre, the University of Oregon
Symphony and Sierra Stages. She received an Elly
nomination for her performance of Linda in the Sierra Stages
production of Death of a Salesman.
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Little CATS Embraces the Snake
By Allison Chan
Xiao Mao, also known as Little CATS Culture Club,
followed in the steps (er...I mean slither) of CATS’ Spring 2017
production of The White Snake. This was the sixth year of the
successful summer drama camp. The board members of Xiao
Mao wanted a new challenge for the campers, who ranged in
ages 8 to 13. There were veteran campers who had been a part
of camp since its inception, and there were new campers who
have never been in a show before. Director Allison Chan
decided to meet the request by following the style of The White
Snake’s playwright, Mary Zimmerman, who is known for taking
ancient stories, based in oral tradition, and using the actors she
cast to develop the storyline. Chan chose the ancient Chinese
fable, “Draw Dragon Dot Eyes,” which was a one-minute story
about an artist who can magically make paintings come to life
once the artwork is completed. Equipped with the folktale,
enthusiasm, and one question, “What do you imagine?” the
campers went to work. After one week, they enchanted an
audience with a 20-minute play predominately created by the
campers who came up with the storyline, set, characters,
costumes, lines, and even an originally composed song. The
veteran campers acted as assistant director, stage manager
and music director. In addition to learning about drama,
campers did Asian-themed art projects, made sushi, and
learned to speak some Mandarin during the week-long camp
held at the Pine Tree Stage of the Nevada County Fairgrounds.
Xiao Mao - Little Cats - Culture Club was created in 2012
by a group of parents who wanted to provide Asian Cultural
Enrichment Programs to the children of Nevada County.
Contact us for customized cultural enrichment programs for
your school and referrals to Mandarin lessons. Look for our Kid’s
Craft & Dessert booth at the 2018 Nevada City Chinese New
Year Festival on February 25! You can also visit us at the
concessions counter at the CATS Spring 2018 production of
South Paciﬁc. Proceeds from these events go to scholarships
and supplies for summer camp.
For more information about Xiao Mao visit xiaomaoclub.org

Music Director Mei Lin Heirendt composed
a Chinese melody for the play. Here she is
practicing with Aneka Torgrimson

Special guest instructor Charlotte Xu Dewar taught Tai Chi and Calligraphy

Back Row: Aldo Damico, Ella Frederickson,
Drama Assistant: Aneka Torgrimson,
Music Director: Mei Lin Heirendt
Front Row: Thuy Vy Tran, Stage Manager: Lian Trowbridge,
Ava Torgrimson, Audrey Larios, Taran Donnelly, Olivia Samson,
Johanna Hertz (Not pictured: Cypress Werderitsch)

Xiao Mao Stage Director Lian Trowbridge
and Thuy Vy Tran made sushi. Thanks to
Laura Thorne, Way Yum Sushi
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Cypress Werderitsch prepares
for his role as Emperor

Highlights of 2016-2017

August 2017: Thanks to Hindi Greenberg for organizing CATS’
weekly Mahjong Practice Group at Summer Thymes Bakery
and Deli in Grass Valley since 2016. (Thank you owner Amy
Cooke!). As a result of her eﬀorts, students wanted a more
“challenging” class, which was taught by Gordon Sakaue and
Dave Ohmann at the Houser Room at the Nevada County
Superintendent of Schools.

November 2017: CATS presents the multi-media show, Red
Altar, at the Nevada Theater on November 18, about the founding
of the ﬁshing industry by Chinese immigrants in the 1850s. Red
Altar exams immigration and migration in America. Thanks to a
grant from Community Players Trust, a companion workshop
on “Immigratitude: Crossing Borders, Collages of Connection,”
earmarked for teachers and educators, is held on November 19.
See ﬂyer on page 10.
September 2017: The Sacramento Area Regional Theatre
Alliance (SARTA) honored CATS and its 2017 production of The
White Snake with 4 Elly nominations in the comedy category:
Best Supporting Female Actress (Olivia Pritchett); Best Lighting
Designer (Tim Dugan); Best Costume Designer (Jill Kelly); and
Best Sound Designer (Tynowyn Woolman).

L-R: Ron Rund, Olivia Pritchett, T.E. Wolfe, Sue LeGate, Sissy Minard,
Jeannie Wood, Les Solomon, Virgil Wong, Lisa Moon, Hock Tjoa,
Tynowyn Wooman, and Jill Kelly

L-R: Virgil Wong, Elaine Christensen, Barbara Graves, Marilyn Engelking
July 2017: Jeannie Wood, Virgil Wong, and Patty LumOhmann joined an historical weekend bus and train expedition
from Sacramento to Reno, “Rediscovering the Path of the
Chinese Railroad Workers – Return to Gold Mountain.” On the
trip were descendants of railroad workers, local dignitaries and
dignitaries from China, and the artist/sculptor selected from
China to design a monument to be erected in Gold Run, a former
mining town, as a tribute to these courageous pioneers. The trip
was organized by the Chinese Railroad Workers Memorial
Project and the Executive Committee of the US - China Railroad
Friendship Association. We were so impressed with the trip that
we secured the services of tour guide, Bill George, to create a
similar trip for CATS. See Cultural Events of 2018.

September 2017: Xiao Juan Shu (of CATS’ Chinglish) shared
her one-woman story of inspiration and transformation from
peasantry China to America, performed to a packed house at The
Open Book in Grass Valley. It was heartwarming, charming, and
funny at times!

L-R: Jeannie Wood, Patty Lum-Ohmann, Virgil Wong

Front L-R: Virgil Wong, Patty Lum-Ohmann, Aneka Torgrimson, Lisa Moon
Back L-R: Xiao Juan Shu, Jeannie Wood, Cecelia Chan, and Andy Peri.

June 2017: Thanks to Chinese Tea Master and expert on
Chinese arts and culture, Lily Emmolo, for oﬀering a Chinese
Tea Ceremony in the tranquil Purple Cloud Teahouse in Auburn.
Many thanks also to owner Dave Hammer for his hospitality.

September 2017: CATS held auditions for their 2018 spring
musical, Rodgers and Hammerstein’s South Paciﬁc, at the
Nevada Theater. South Paciﬁc will be directed by Susan Mason
and Jeﬀrey Mason in April and May 2018.
August 2017: Nearly a busload of Japanese food enthusiasts
joined CATS at an encore ﬁeld trip to Gekkeikan Sake in Folsom
for a delightful day of sushi-making, and sake tour and tasting.
Much appreciation goes to Florence Moody and Bill Piper for
their hospitality and to sushi chef Metha Jriyasetapong for his
culinary talents.
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L-R: Jeannie Wood, Virgina Mosler, Lily Emmolo,
Martha Chung, Patty Lum-Ohmann

June 2017: CATS actor, Hock Tjoa, appeared in a reading, “The
Older the Ginger,” a collection of short stories written by Vanessa
Hua, from Deceit and Other Possibilities, directed by Peggi
Wood, at Stories on Stage in Sacramento.

L-R: Vanessa Hua, Hock Tjoa
April–May, 2017: CATS produced Mary Zimmerman’s The
White Snake, a Chinese mythical tale on eternal love at the
Nevada Theater, directed by Carolyn Howarth. This production
was costume heavy, tech heavy, and props heavy. See the back
story on the building of props by Props Designer, Dennis
Duesing on page 7.

The Cast and Musicians of The White Snake.
February 2017: The Nevada City Chinese New Year Festival and
Parade welcomed the Year of the Rooster with fun, food, and
pageantry! In its 6th year, this event has quickly become a family
favorite, celebrating the area’s Chinese pioneers during the Gold
Rush and the building of the Transcontinental Railroad. Our
Grand Marshal was Wally Hagaman, local historian of Chinese
history and curator of the Fire House Museum. Many thanks to all
our sponsors, vendors, entertainers, parade participants, the City
of Nevada City, and the big crowd that lined the old Chinese
Quarter on Commercial Street and the Robinson Plaza.

-5-

January – February 2017:
Tim Brennan, carpenter, woodworker,
and teacher, oﬀered two Japanese
carpentry classes at the Curious Forge,
where students built a scale model of a
tor-ii gate, using traditional Japanese
hand tools. Tim is a familiar face around
CATS’ set-building time, where his
expertise has been especially
appreciated.
November 2016: Jeannie Wood, along with staﬀ and Board
members of the Nevada City Chamber of Commerce and
community leaders and businesses, welcomed a tourism and
media contingency from China, who were exploring “unique”
parts of the U.S, including Nevada City, that they would
recommend to travelers from China. We spent several days
introducing them to our area’s unique history and culture. Many
thanks to Lex Matteini who took the lead in organizing the tours
and visits, and to our local businesses, merchants and curators,
who welcomed them with their hospitality.

CATS has presented scholarships since 1996 to
graduating high school seniors in western Nevada County,
pursuing Theatre Arts in college. See some familiar names
below of those individuals who have become great artists in
our community. Congratulations!
2017: Kendahl Landreth $1000
2016: Genevieve Melko $500
2015: Tadja Enos
$500
2014: Sarah LaPlante $500
2013: Leah Van Doren $500
2012: Lisa Brenner
$500
2011: Callie Gilligan
$500
2010: Amanda Jaramillo $500
2009: Allie Weaver & Layne Austin $500 (each)
2008: Trevor Wade
$500
2007: Emily Switzer
$500
2006: Carmen Brito
$500
2005: Hayley Kaper
$500
2004: Emily Surface
$500
2003: Julie Lipson
$500
2002: Sam Cody Haley-Hill & Brittany Tassone $500 (each)
2001: Sarah Wakida & Corian Po $500 (each)
2000: Crystal Finn
$300
1999: Alexander McGorry $300
1998: BoMee Rutte
$300
1997: Christine Habblett $300
1996: Timothy Francis & Christian Barrows $150 (each)

CATS Board of Directors

Jeannie Wood
Lisa Moon
Artistic Director & President Executive Director

A Note From the Editor
I am excited to present to you our 23rd annual newsletter about
the Community Asian Theatre of the Sierra (CATS). A method of
communication is vital, and this newsletter is a way to keep you
informed of the ongoing activities. CATS is a fast growing
organization with members throughout Nevada County and its
surrounding areas.
In this newsletter you’ll ﬁnd many fascinating articles stemming
from upcoming productions, auditions, social events, recipes,
workshops, fundraisers, community outreach programs, articles
from our Board of Directors and much more. We invite you to
contribute articles, comments, and suggestions.
--Patty Lum-Ohmann

Board of Directors
Artistic Director & President:
Lisa Moon
Sheila Baker
Treasurer

Secretary:
Olivia Pritchett

Olivia Pritchett
Secretary

Executive Director:
Jeannie Wood
Treasurer:
Sheila Baker

Board Members:
Virgil Wong
David Wong
Allison Chan
Patty Lum-Ohmann

Virgil Wong

Allison Chan
P.O. Box 1266
Grass Valley, CA 95945-1266
Phone: (530) 273-6362
Fax: (530) 273-5541
E-mail: info@catsweb.org
Website: www.catsweb.org

David Wong

Patty Lum-Ohmann

Mission Statement

We’ll see you at the show!

The Community Asian Theatre of the
Sierra (CATS) is dedicated to promoting cultural
diversity through quality multicultural theater,
events, and workshops. Through these
avenues, CATS seeks to enrich the cultural
climate of the Sierra Foothills, Nevada County,
Sacramento County, and other regional
communities in northern California with works on
Asian-based themes. Its mission is artistic and
educational. CATS seeks to expand the study of
multiculturalism in the schools and to be a
resource on Asian culture and history. CATS
welcomes participation from Asians and nonAsians alike whose interest is in ethnic theater
and multicultural arts and activities.

April 12th - May 5th, 2018
-6-

Tales of Props for The White Snake
By Dennis Duesing
(Note: CATS asked Props Designer, Dennis Duesing, to share his
experience of designing and building the enormous number of props
that were used in CATS’ 2017 production of The White Snake.)

The White Snake presented many
challenges and opportunities to collaborate
with old friends and new. What started as a
seemingly ordinary task turned out to be one
that would be most unusual, and one that I will
long remember. In a production where props
were such a key piece, for me, each prop was
a story in itself. Here are just a few of the
behind-the-scenes tales of props.

thanks to Tom Taylor, Technical Director, and everyone else who
dealt with it at every performance to make it work. I came up with
the concept of how to pull it oﬀ, built and tested a prototype, built the
24 mechanisms to hold the silks (rain), and helped rig them
together. It was very labor intensive behind the scenes to reset the
whole eﬀect for each performance, and the way that was achieved
changed throughout the entire run. I got a regular “weather report”
after each performance and we all made adjustments based on that
report.
Theater is a joint activity requiring the coordination of many
diﬀerent talents and skills to make it work successfully. CATS
people are the most wonderful people to work with, and they always
do a professional job at presenting theater that is fun to watch. I had
a great time working with everyone, and was privileged to help
make The White Snake the success that it was.

Hotel On The Corner Of Bitter And Sweet
George Takei, Executive Producer
Diane Quon and Joseph Craig Acquired Rights
Excerpts from Deadline Breaking News Alerts,
September 6, 2017

L-R: T.E. Wolfe, Olivia Pritchett, and Lyra Dominguez with Chinese Scroll
Consider the opening scene, a scroll, 3 feet tall and 20 feet long.
It had to be durable and passable as a real Chinese scroll. A friend
of mine, Maywan Krach, did the calligraphy, and another friend,
Sandy Conroy, helped me ﬁgure out how to mount mulberry paper
to woven interfacing and do the trims. It took over a week to
complete just the one prop, and it lasted about 20 seconds on
stage. I don’t think I will ever look at a dragon boat the same again
as it required me to scale up a model boat to over twice the size of
the small kit I bought as a sample and to cut out about 200 individual
pieces for each of the 5 boats on a jigsaw, assembled them, and
painted the boats when ﬁnished. It was the last prop I ﬁnished, and
the cast didn't see them until the last dress rehearsal. Lanterns
were lit by LEDs controlled by a remote control and activated by
stagehands when the lanterns came on. At the ﬁrst rehearsal with
the lanterns, Tim Dugan, the Lighting Designer, said the color and
brightness of the lights didn’t ﬁt with his scene lighting so I contrived
a last-minute ﬁx using pieces of amber gel and cotton balls glued to
the light source to achieve the ﬁnal eﬀect for the show. Another
friend, Lynn Bonfond, helped with sewing and stuﬃng a white
snake that got slammed around and “killed” at every performance.
It was made from a piece of garden hose attached to two bamboo
poles, and stuﬀed inside a Frankenstein-like tube made out of one
of my wife’s sweaters. The two arms were the head and tail, and the
body of the sweater was sewn into the tube and attached in the
middle. All was stuﬀed with batting and accented with black yarn to
achieve that menacing white snake that was dispatched by Xu Xian
to protect White Snake and Greenie. Gourds for Realgar wine were
made of plastic peaches and tennis balls with a cardboard tube
between them and covered with paper mache, painted and strung
on rope straps. The prop that brought the most response was the
“vegetarian dish.” It brought a laugh to everyone who saw it. But,
undoubtedly, the prop that presented the most angst and required
the most attention during the entire run was the rain eﬀect. Many -7-

Jamie Ford’s best-selling
debut novel Hotel on the Corner of
Bitter and Sweet is being
developed into a ﬁlm. Producer
Diane Quon announced today
that she has acquired the ﬁlm
rights with Joseph Craig of
StemEnt as producer and
actor/author/activist George
Takei as executive producer.
“The book tells an intimate
love story that is, at once,
poignant and sweeping with
historic magnitude told against the
backdrop of the internment of
Japanese Americans during
WWII,” said Takei in a statement.
Jamie Ford
“I was captivated by Jamie Ford’s
novel when I ﬁrst read it and visualized a compelling ﬁlm in my
mind’s eye. I saw the drama of enduring love despite
governmental racism, the passage of time and the vicissitude of
life. What a wonderful ﬁlm it would make. Now we are beginning
the exciting adventure of making it happen.”
The story follows Henry Lee, a Chinese American boy in
Seattle who falls in love with Keiko, a Japanese American girl,
as she is sent to an internment camp during WWII. With themes
of racism, commitment, and hope, the story is set in 1942 and
later in 1986, when the belongings of Japanese families are
discovered in the basement of an old hotel. A widower now,
Henry must reconcile the past and the present, the things he did
or didn’t do, the things he said, and the things he left unspoken.
The romantic drama is slated to start production in 2018 with
Ford co-writing the screenplay. “The number one question I get
from fans from all around the world is — will
there be a ﬁlm?” says Ford, whose debut
novel was released by Random House in
2009. “I’m delighted to say yes because for
years I said no to ﬁlmmakers who wanted to
change too many things about the story
(like the ethnicity of my main character).
With this team, I’m conﬁdent that fans will
get a satisfying ﬁlm that remains true to the
spirit or the book.”
CATS produced Hotel on the Corner of
George Takei
Bitter and Sweet in 2015 and are excited
about this upcoming ﬁlm!

Cultural Enrichment 2017-2018
by Jeannie Wood

Red Altar,
a Play by San Francisco’s Eth-Noh-Tec
November 18, 2017
8:00 pm
Nevada Theater
$20
The issue of immigration and
migration has been in the forefront of
daily news as of late, fueling all kinds
of thoughts and controversies.
Many people are not aware that
Chinese immigrants founded the
ﬁ s h i n g i n d u s t r y i n M o n t e r e y,
California, in the 1850s. This little
known history will be the focus of Red
Altar at the Nevada Theater on
Saturday November 18, at 8:00 p.m.,
oﬀering a critical look at immigration
and migration in America. Red Altar
is written, produced, and performed
b y N a n c y Wa n g a n d R o b e r t
Kichuchi-Yngojo of Eth-Noh-Tec, an acclaimed international
storytelling troupe from San Francisco. The show is appropriate
for all ages. It is historical, culturally inviting, and thoughtprovoking.
The following day’s companion workshop, “Immigratitude®:
Crossing Borders, Collages of Connection,” taught by the actors
themselves, earmarked for 25 teachers and educators as
continuing education through a grant from Community Players
Trust, is on Sunday, November 19, from 1:00 – 5:00 p.m. at the
Houser Room of the Nevada County Superintendent of Schools
in Nevada City at 112 Nevada City Highway. To attend the play
and workshop through this grant, at no cost to you, contact
Jeannie Wood at info@catsweb.org. You must be able to attend
both days in order to be considered for the grant.

The Nevada City Chinese Lunar New Year Festival and
Parade welcomes the Year of the Dog, on Sunday, February 25,
2018. Chinese New Year Festivals are rare in rural communities,
and we are proud to present this seventh annual family-friendly
celebration, honoring the early Chinese pioneers of the Sierra
Foothills. The community parade begins at 12:00 noon at the
Chinese Monument, located at the entrance to the parking lot on
Commercial Street, the site of the old Chinese Quarter. The
Parade will be led by ceremonial Lion Dancers and a 72’ Chinese
Dragon from Eastern Ways Martial Arts of Sacramento. The
mini-parade of community entries will make its way down
Commercial Street and end at the Three Forks parking lot, where
the Lion Dancers and Dragon dancers will spearhead an
afternoon of Asian culture and entertainment. Food would be
available for sale by Pho King Good and home-made desserts
by Xiao Mao (Little CATS Culture Club). Exhibitors will
populate the parking lot and lower Commercial Street. We are
seeking parade entries, entertainers, vendors, sponsors, and
volunteers. Contact Jeannie Wood at info@catsweb.org.

--------------------------------------------Cabaret with Grant Avenue Follies
June 10, 2018
2:00 pm.
Nevada Theater

Tickets are available at:
Briar Patch & the Book Seller
online at www.catsweb.org
and at the door

--------------------------------------------Nevada City Chinese Lunar New Year Festival
and Parade,
Sunday, February 25, 2018
12:00-4:00pm
With roots in San Francisco Chinatown nightclubs of the
1940s to 1970s, this group of Asian women seniors have been
dancing their hearts out in their golden years for fun and
inspiration. Nightclubs, such as the Forbidden City and the China
Sky Room in San Francisco, were often frequented by Hollywood
celebrities like Frank Sinatra and returning soldiers from World
War II. These dancers were known for top quality entertainment,
and many of them toured abroad to critical acclaim. A
documentary, which gives historical perspective, will precede the
cabaret show. Q & A to follow. Tickets are $20 and will be
available beginning in January 2018 at the Book Seller, Briar
Patch, online at www.catsweb.org and at the door.
Kathy Hillis and Jane Primrose of the Nevada Theater Commission
shown here at the 2017 Chinese New Year Festival with Lion Dancers
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Cultural Enrichment 2017-2018
by Jeannie Wood

A Weekend Trek Following the Chinese Railroad
Workers of the 1860s in the Building of the
Transcontinental Railroad

Reading of The Battle of Chibi
by Hock Tjoa
July 21, 2018
2pm,
at the Community Room of the
Madelyn Helling Library, in Nevada City

September 15 – 16, 2018

Hock Tjoa will read selections
from The Battle of Chibi, which is
based on The Romance of the Three
Kingdoms, one of four "great Ming
novels." It was written in the 15th
century A.D., about the 3rd century
China, and it is the subject of several
TV series, movies, and computer
games.
Selections will include (1) a
diﬀerent view of history; (2) three
friends take an oath; (3) how Zhuge
Liang borrowed arrows; (4) Liu Bei
takes a princess bride; and (4)
farewell to Zhou Yu.
Since his retirement, Hock has
written The Battle of Chibi, based on a
Chinese classic; Agamemnon Must
Die, based on a Greek trilogy; and The
Chinese Spymaster and The Ninja
and the Diplomat, two modern spy
novels. He has also written two plays Heaven is High and the Emperor Far
Away and The Ingenious Judge Dee.
He is active in local writing groups and
is particularly interested in
encouraging students in high schools
and middle schools to write.

--------------------------------------------Reading of Bamboo Secrets
by Patricia Dove Miller
September 9, 2018,
2pm,
in Nevada City

See details on page 11
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Join CATS for a weekend excursion to retrace the grueling
route of the Chinese railroad workers in the Sierra through
historical sites, towns, trails, tunnels, museums, and more! Trip
begins in Sacramento on Saturday morning on a motor coach
with stops and narration along the way and ending in Truckee,
where we will spend the night in a hotel. We are on our own for
dinner. There is a complimentary hot breakfast on Sunday
morning at the hotel. We will take a taxi to the train station in
Truckee after breakfast, as we continue the tour, returning to
Sacramento, and ending the afternoon with a guided tour of the
Railroad Museum. We will be going from sea level to more than
7,000 feet elevation to view the tunnels and mountains the
workers dug with only hand tools to build the great railroad. Tour is
led by railroad historian, Bill George. Cost includes bus, Amtrak
train, hotel (double occupancy), gratuities, and lunch on
Saturday. On Sunday, you may purchase lunch aboard the train.
Walks and hikes are fairly easy; there is nothing strenuous and
you may pace yourself. Dress accordingly with comfortable
walking or hiking shoes, hats, and pack sunscreen! Bring along
your walking sticks and snacks. Spaces limited.
To register, send $295/person, payable to CATS. Send check
to CATS, P.O. Box 1266, Grass Valley, CA 95945. Include your
name, name of roommate, and phone numbers and emails for
both. If you wish a single room, add an additional $50 to the fee.
Your registration will be conﬁrmed with detailed itinerary. Email
info@catsweb.org with any questions.
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Cultural Enrichment 2017-2018
Bamboo Secrets: One Woman’s Quest through the Shadows of Japan
A Reading by Patricia Dove Miller

Sunday, September 9, 2018, 2pm
254 Boulder Street, Nevada City
Tea and Cookies served in a tranquil setting
Donations gladly accepted
Nevada City author Patricia Dove Miller recently celebrated the one-year anniversary of the publication of
her memoir, Bamboo Secrets: One Woman’s Quest through the Shadows of Japan (Illuminated Owl Press,
2016). While living in Japan in 1993, Miller’s dream of a year of exploration and personal growth was shattered
when her husband was detained on drug charges. Bamboo Secrets weaves together four strands: a mature
woman in search of herself; a marriage in trouble; an American’s love of Japanese culture and her study of its
traditional arts; and an outsider’s struggle with Japan’s dark side.
This spring, Bamboo Secrets was named one of the Top Five Finalists in the Next Generation Indie Book
Awards for 2017. It also received a Five-star Foreword Clarion Review, which reads in part: “Bamboo Secrets
is a travel adventure, a story of personal transformation, and an account of a legal battle, but above all it is . . . a
transcendent exploration of the fascinating people, culture, and landscape of Japan.”
The memoir has garnered numerous endorsements from renowned authors. The following reviews were written by two of our local
residents:
“When I read Bamboo Secrets, I feel as if Patricia Dove Miller were born Japanese in a past life, to be able to
recognize and appreciate so many aspects of Japanese culture. And yet, she also has to be an outsider to notice
them. For me, her many evocative scenes bring back fond memories of growing up in Japan, when I smelled, saw, and
felt these sensations. The scent of wet wool, on the long bus ride to her ﬂute lesson, as she wipes oﬀ the foggy window,
searching for the correct street signs; the eager innocence of the young women in the ikebana class; her shakuhachi
sensei instructing her to use her heart as she listens and plays, instead of taking notes. Miller describes the healing
power of art as she journeys full circle from her childhood, when her teacher tears up her drawings, to later in Japan
when she discovers her own art forms. I recommend this memoir to anyone who wants to learn about Japanese
culture and about ﬁnding one’s own true heart.”
—Takayo Miyazaki Harriman
“Bamboo Secrets is a lovely series of nested boxes. You open the ﬁrst lacquered square to ﬁnd the story of a vastly
unfortunate choice; you open that to journey with an expat through Japan; the next ones oﬀer an abiding aﬀection for
that culture, with meditations on temples, pottery, futons, family, and the joys of ﬂower arranging. Shimmering around
the whole is how a marriage builds and lasts through adversity, and through it slides the haunting notes of the
shakuhachi ﬂute.”
—Sands Hall, author of Catching Heaven, Tools of the Writer’s Craft, and Flunk.Start.,
a memoir, forthcoming in 2018

Patricia Dove Miller is available to give
readings and play her shakuhachi at book clubs,
writing groups, and other gatherings. Learn more
on her website: PatriciaDoveMiller.com.
Bamboo Secrets is available at your local
bookstore, at SPD Market in Nevada City, at
Amazon.com and other online retailers, or at
IlluminatedOwlPress@oro.net.
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By Eliza Tudor, Executive Director, Nevada County Arts Council

In July 2017, California Arts Council
announced the pilot cohort of a newly
launched program celebrating the State’s
diverse and abundant cultural treasures.
Called California Cultural Districts, Grass
Valley-Nevada City Cultural District and
Truckee Cultural District were among just
fourteen selected.

Eliza Tudor says: “Eﬀectively,
Nevada County is the only rural county
in California that is home to two such
prestigious designations – and it was a
highly competitive process.”
Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural
District’s designation is the result of a
unique twin-city application that grew
from a close partnership between the
cities of Grass Valley and Nevada City,
the Greater Grass Valley Chamber of
Commerce, the Nevada City Chamber
of Commerce, and the Nevada County
Arts Council.
Howard Levine, Grass Valley’s Mayor, says: “This
designation has been a long-time coming. It allows us to
recognize what we have and to build towards a future of
sustainability for our thriving arts scene. We are all really
pleased to be working as one on this joint venture. The cities of
Grass Valley and Nevada City have a strong future together, and
with both Chambers and Nevada County Arts Council - an
incredible partnership.”
The Truckee Cultural District is the result of a dynamic
partnership between the Town of Truckee, Truckee Public Arts
Commission, and Truckee Chamber of Commerce, with support
from Truckee Arts Alliance and NCArts. Eliza says: “The arts
community in Truckee is young, growing, vibrant and real.
We’ve enjoyed working with such a fabulous and committed
partnership – this community is clearly going places, and we are
honored to support its exciting trajectory.”
Donn Harris, California Arts Council Chair, has spoken of
each district’s personal and generational commitment to its
cultural assets – and of the places and people that celebrate
local traditions and creativity. Eliza says: “A key element to our
application for Grass Valley and Nevada City was our
recognition of Nevada County's oldest indigenous tribes people,

the Nisenan, together with our early immigrant populations –
including our Chinese and Asian communities.”
“These Cultural Districts showcase California’s cultural
diversity and vibrant experiences," said Caroline Beteta,
president and CEO of Visit California. “The districts are one
more way to highlight the one-of-a-kind places throughout our
state that inspire residents and visitors alike.”
What does it mean for us now? Grass Valley-Nevada City
Cultural District and Truckee Cultural District will receive the
designation for a period of ﬁve years, per State legislation.
Designation, under this pilot launch of the program, includes
beneﬁts such as technical assistance, peer-to-peer exchanges,
and branding materials and promotional strategy. The California
Arts Council has partnered with Visit California and Caltrans for
strategic statewide marketing and resource support.
Grass Valley-Nevada City and Truckee Cultural Districts,
along with 12 other pilot districts, will oﬀer feedback to the
Council to ensure the subsequent launch of the full program will
be supportive, accessible and appropriate for all types of cultural
centers. The pilot cohort program will run until 2019, after which
additional new districts will be eligible to apply for a state
designation through the ﬁnalized certiﬁcation process.
Selection for the California Cultural districts was conducted
through a multi-step process, including an open call for initial
letters of intent, a peer panel review, site visits for semi-ﬁnalists,
and an invited ﬁnalist application. The program was highly
competitive and received interest and submissions from dozens
of communities across the state.
Eliza encourages dialogue around our designations and
invites us to attend a Town Hall-style public meeting in October –
date and location to be announced imminently – at which
priorities will be shared and community input sought. More to
follow on this!
Visit www.caculturaldistricts.org
or contact Eliza Tudor at (530) 718 0727.
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Thank You Caregivers of
Chinese Monument
Thank you to the following
businesses and organizations
for their ongoing support.
Nevada Theater
Nevada County
Superintendent of Schools
Briar Patch Co-op
The Book Seller
L-R: Jim Line, Miriam Morris, and Sandy Morrill

Summer Thymes Bakery & Deli

On any given day walking by the Chinese
Monument on Commercial Street (at the entrance of
the parking lot), one might see Jim Line, Miriam
Morris, and Sandy Morrill, weeding away and
caring for this beautiful garden monument, which
was created in 2005 in tribute to the early Chinese
pioneers of the Sierra Foothills. We also appreciate
the dedication of the Nevada City Department of
Public Work to this living testimonial.

APi-Marketing
House of Print and Copy
Real Graphic

Housing Needed for Actors
If you love theatre and wish to support
CATS, please consider a donation of
housing to our out-of-town actors. The
need for housing would be during
rehearsals and production of South Paciﬁc
in 2018 (mid-February through May 5). Do
you have private guest quarters, like a
granny unit, or a guesthouse, or just a guest
room that you could make available? We
prefer housing in Nevada City and Grass
Valley, but would consider Alta Sierra and
Penn Valley. Please contact Jeannie
Wood at info@catsweb.org. In return,
CATS would oﬀer you comp tickets to the
show, recognition in the playbill, a free ad if
you have a business, a sincere
appreciation for your generosity, and a
modest stipend!

Gift Certiﬁcates!
Gift certiﬁcates for the show
South Paciﬁc
make great gifts!
Please contact Jeannie Wood at
info@catsweb.org
or call
(530) 265-2990
to purchase
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CATS Contributors and Sponsors as of September 2016 to September 2017
Community Asian Theatre of the Sierra (CATS) acknowledges the generosity and ﬁnancial support of the following
individuals, businesses, organizations, and foundations whose donations have helped CATS achieve it goals.
The CATS” Meow ($3.000+):
Gloriette Fong
Lion ($2,000 - $2,999):
Susan & Tom Hopkins; Lowell & Diane Robertson Family Foundation

Tiger ($1,000 - $1,999):
Capital Public Radio; Community Players Trust; G & G Educational Foundation; KNCO; The Union

Jaguar ($500 - $999):
B&C True Value Home & Garden Center (Greg Fowler); Susie & Dave Bavo; CMB Wealth Management; Tom Cunningham; Charlotte Xu Dewar;
Larry & Barbara Friedlander; Dieter Juli; Patty & Dave Ohmann with matching funds from Grass Valley, A Belden Brand; Beverly Riddle;
Melanie Sullivan; SPD Market (Dave Painter)

Panther ($250 - $499):
Julia Amaral & Mark Strate; Sheila Baker; Jerry & Beth Biagini; Jane Bielefelt; the late Bob & Margo Casselberry; Cecelia Chan;
Dr. Lisa Moon & Dr. Jerry Chan; Edward & Barbara Clegg; Diane Fetterly; Linda & Paul Guﬃn; Wendy Hartley; Kathy Hillis; Aileen James;
Harry Lum; KVMR; Charles Lindquist; Jeﬀrey & Susan Mason; Peter Mason & Ken Getz; Pho King Good; Keith & Shirley Porter; Margaret Saito;
Ann Tsuda; Carolyn & Gary Twing; Virgil Wong; Jeannie Wood

Leopard ($100 - $249):
Ben Arikawa; Marlene Becker; Viki & Jim Brake; Tim Brennan; Allison Chan & Grant Weller; Robert & Louise Chan; Susan Dunn; Liz Ely;
Corinne Gelfan & Jerry Grant; Hindi Greenberg; Linda & Paul Guﬃn; Barbara Hall; Madelyn Helling; Eugene & Sintao Heung,
Bonanza Gift Shop; Darlene Hobie; Shirley Hunziker; Kathy Hysell; Inn Town Campground; Lois Itow; Judi’s of Nevada City;
Nancy Kemp & Steve Allen; Ingrid & Warren Knox; KVIE; Wing & Betty Lee; Howard & Margaret Levine; Yvette Macphee;
Nevada City Chamber of Commerce; Nevada Theater Commission; Thelma Osburg; Jean Poulsen; Olivia & Jon Pritchett; Jerry & Emi Sakai;
Gordon Sakaue; Carole Schreier; Ruth Schwartz; SierraFoodWineArt (Jeﬀ & Shannon Pelline); Gretchen Serrata; Audrey Ohlson Smith;
Sonic Technology; Thomas & Annabel Strauss; Lily Wong & Phil Semler; Greg Streeter with matching funds from United Health Group;
Three Forks Bakery & Brewing; Mick & Kathy Tuttle; Nelson & Lea Wong; Elizabeth Worth; Xiao Mao (Little CATS) Culture Club; Randall Yee

Cheetah ($50 - $99):
Rosalie Baker; Robin Denegri; Rodney & Susan Fivelstad; Glennis Dole; Mary Gilson; Ross & Maiya Gralia; Maryannette Hall;
Caroline Hickson; Ralph & Dorothy Hitchcock; Nancy Johansen; Don & Sandy Kewman; James & Debora Luckinbill; Tina Mark;
Katherine McCollough; Binns & Michele Melander; Deborah Morawski; Nancy Morehouse; Bonnie Morris; James Mullin; Claudette Paige;
Carol Young; Helen Williamson

Lynx ($25 - $49):
Barry Beals; Marina Bokelman; Jake Bronson; Guistina Costella; Darren Frame; Stephanie Gunton; Linda Hintz;
Ralph & Dorothy Hitchcock; Gary Hoover; Robert Knappman; Nadine Langley; Ellen Lapham; Joyce Regan-Goar; Katherine Matsumura;
Sigurd Ostrom; Jerome & Bernice Pressler; Joyce Pierce; Jan & Steve Roth; Marilyn Shulman & Alan Trood; Kristie Lee Stevens;
Helen Williamson; Glenda Zanone-Burak

Tabby ($10 - $24):
Marcelle Ching; Odette Ching; Nanette Drummer; Joe Fagen; Mary Hansen; Brian Lambert; Sharon Ohara; William Osoki;
Wendy Payne; Linda Roemisch; George Scarmon; Robert Shannon; Frank Swaringen
(Our sincere appreciation to any contributors who donated after September 2017.)

Contributors/Sponsors of
Community Asian Theatre of the Sierra (CATS)

Fund Drive
In times when funding for the arts is becoming scarce, the
need for membership funding becomes more important than
ever.
We know many of you question how your donation dollars are
being used. Community Asian Theatre of the Sierra (CATS)
uses its membership dues primarily to support the daily
administrative functions of the organization, and supplements
the expenses of its shows, events, and workshops.
We hope you will send in your donation with this form and
become a member of the Community Asian Theatre of the
Sierra. Your donation is tax deductible to the extent allowable by
law and you will be playing an integral part of CATS’ continuing
existence and growth. Thank you for supporting CATS.
A big THANK YOU to all who supported us last year!
Please make checks payable to:

Community Asian Theatre of the Sierra (CATS)
P.O. Box 1266
Grass Valley, CA 95945-1266

Name: ______________________________________________
Company: ____________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________
Phone: ______________________________________________
E-Mail: ______________________________________________
Amount of Donation: $__________Thank you for your generosity!!!
Would you like to be actively involved with CATS?
Areas of interests:
q Directing
q Acting
q Lighting Design
q Sound Design
q Backstage

q Publicity/Marketing
q Make-up Design
q Hair Design
q Set Design
q Choreography

q Costumes
q House Manager
q Stage Manager
q Graphic Design
q Other:

Need To Contact Us?
P. O. Box 1266, Grass Valley, CA 95945-1266
Phone: (530) 273-6362
Fax: (530) 273-5541
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E-mail: info@catsweb.org
Website: www.catsweb.org

NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
PERMIT NO. 128
AUBURN, CA

Return Service Requested
P.O. Box 1266
Grass Valley, CA 95945-1266

Chinese BBQ Pork
Submitted by Patty Lum-Ohmann
Chinese BBQ Pork is a common ingredient in many Chinese dishes.
You may want to prepare a double recipe and keep it on hand in the freezer.
Cooking:
Remove pork from marinade (reserve marinade) and
arrange in a single layer on a rack over a large foil-lined
baking pan. Bake, uncovered, in a 350 degree oven for 30
minutes. Turn pork slices over and continue to bake for 45
more minutes, brushing occasionally with reserved
marinade.
Cut into thin slices; serve hot or cold.
Serve with rice and vegetables.

1 boneless pork shoulder or butt (about 3 pounds)
Marinade:
1/4 cup hoisin sauce
1/4 cup soy sauce
3 tablespoons dry sherry
2 tablespoons ketchup
2 tablespoons sugar
1 clove garlic, minced
1 tablespoon grated orange peel
1 teaspoon minced fresh ginger
1 teaspoon sesame oil
1/2 teaspoon Chinese ﬁve-spice powder
4 or 5 drops red food color (optional)

Tips:
Substitute 3 pounds pork spareribs for boneless pork
shoulder. Follow same procedure.
For a more exotic ﬂavor, add 2 tablespoons mashed red
fermented bean curd to the marinade. Reduce soy sauce to 1
tablespoon. A well-marbled pork shoulder will give the juiciest
result.

Preparation:
Trim and discard excess fat from pork. Then cut pork into 3
x 8 x 1-inch pieces. Combine marinade ingredients in a large
bowl. Add pork; stir to coat. Cover and refrigerate for at least 2
to 4 hours or overnight, turning occasionally.
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Makes: 6 to 8 Servings
Cooking time: 1 1/4 hours
Recipe from: “Martin Yan- The Chinese Chief”

