Community Asian Theatre of the Sierra presents ...
Small groups: Never more than 10-16 travelers—guaranteed!

Imperial China, Tibet &
the Yangtze River
BEIJING • XIAN • CHENGDU •
LHASA, TIBET • YANGTZE RIVER •
WUHAN • HONG KONG
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Single Supplement: FREE
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code when booking:
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airfare, airport transfers, government taxes, fees, and airline fuel surcharges
unless you choose to make your own air
arrangements
■ All land transportation and 4 internal flights
■ Accommodations for 20 nights
■ 50 meals—daily breakfast, 14 lunches, and 16
dinners (including 2 Home-Hosted meals)
■ 25 small group activities
■ Services of a resident, English-speaking OAT
Trip Leader
■ NEW: Gratuities for local guides, drivers, shipcrew, and luggage porters
■ 5% Frequent Traveler Credit toward your next
adventure—an average of $316
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22 days—including international airfare
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21 days—Small Ship Adventure only—
from $

Great Wall
To/From U.S.
Internal flight
Land route
Cruise route
Train route

DAYS DESTINATION

LODGING

1-5

Fly to Beijing, China

Xizhao Temple Hotel or
similar

6

Overnight train to Xian

Overnight sleeper train

7-8

Xian • Terra Cotta Army

Xian Garden Hotel
or similar

9

Donghan Village

Local family homestay

10-11 Fly to Chengdu

Furong Hotel or similar

12-14 Fly to Lhasa, Tibet

Minshan Hotel or similar

15-17 Fly to Chongqing • Cruise Yangtze

Yangtze river ship

18

North Han Kou
International Hotel or
similar

Yichang • Wuhan

19-21 Fly to Hong Kong
22

Charterhouse Causeway
Bay Hotel or similar

Return to U.S.

G6-25564

Reservations & Information: Call Toll-Free:

1-800-353-6262 • Press 2

Day 1 Depart U.S.
Day 2 Arrive Beijing, China. Arrive in

Beijing today and check in to our hotel, where
we’ll join travelers who have taken the pre-trip
extensions to Shanghai or Mongolia.
Xizhao Temple Hotel or similar

Day 3 Explore Beijing. Beijing is not only
China’s modern capital, but also its greatest
repository of imperial treasures. We’ll begin
exploring at the Forbidden City, a stunning
9,000-room maze of courtyards and palaces.
We’ll also visit Tiananmen Square. Tonight we
enjoy a Chinese-style Welcome Dinner with
Peking duck at a local restaurant.
B,L,D—Xizhao Temple Hotel or similar
Day 4 Explore the Great Wall • HomeHosted Lunch • Beijing Opera performance. After breakfast at our hotel, we visit

a cloisonné (enamelware) factory. Then, we
explore the most authentic sections of the Great
Wall, which haven’t been rebuilt for tourism.
Afterwards, we have lunch in a village near the
Great Wall. This evening, enjoy a performance
by the Beijing Opera, followed by dinner at a
local restaurant.
B,L,D—Xizhao Temple Hotel or similar

Day 5 Interact with students at Beijing
Opera School • Summer Palace tour •
Optional Acrobat Performance. This morn-

ing, we visit a local carpet factory before continuing to the Beijing Municipal Opera School,
where we’ll interact with students learning traditional Chinese operas. After lunch at a local restaurant, enjoy a tour of the Summer Palace and

spend the rest of the afternoon at leisure. This
evening, we welcome you to join an optional
tour to an acrobatic performance with dinner.
B,L—Xizhao Temple Hotel or similar

Day 6 Discover Beijing’s hutongs • Visit
Temple of Heaven • Board train for
Xian. You have free time this morning, then

we check out of our hotel by noon. Then we’ll
get a glimpse of daily life in one of Beijing’s
hutongs (small alleys or neighborhoods). Built
centuries ago to house Beijing residents who
were not royal courtiers, the hutong is a labyrinth
of narrow lanes and courtyards lined with flatroofed houses. We have a traditional Chinese
lunch with a local family during our time in the
hutong. In the afternoon, we visit the Temple of
Heaven, a UNESCO World Heritage Site and
a masterpiece of architecture. Your included
dinner tonight is at a local restaurant. Later this
evening, we’ll board a sleeper train for our overnight journey to Xian.
B,L,D—Overnight sleeper train

Day 7 Explore Xian. We arrive in Xian in
the early morning. After watching and participating in a tai chi demonstration, we’ll visit
the Small Wild Goose Pagoda and explore the
Shaanxi History Museum, a sprawling complex
that’s been called the “treasure house of China.”
Tonight, we share a special Mongolian hot pot
dinner at a local restaurant.
B,D—Xian Garden Hotel or similar
Day 8 Discover the Terra Cotta Army.

Today we discover the cultural significance of
jade during a visit to a local workshop. Then,
behold Xian’s famous Terra Cotta Army. Next,

Reservations & Information: Call Toll-Free:

What to expect ...
Pacing
• 7 locations in 21 days, including a
1-night stay in a family home, 1 night
on a sleeper train, and 3 nights aboard a
ship
• One 4-6 hour bus ride and 4 internal
flights of 1-2 hours each
Physical requirements
• Not appropriate for travelers using
wheelchairs, walkers, or other mobility
aids
• You must be able to walk 3 miles unassisted and participate in 3-5 hours of
physical activities each day
Altitude
• Altitudes of 12,000 feet in Tibet, which
may cause some travelers to experience
altitude sickness
Climate
• The hottest months are June to August
(mid-day temperatures can reach 95°F);
the coolest months are November to
March (mid-day temperatures from
40-50°F)
• Temperatures in Tibet can vary greatly,
from cold mornings to warm afternoons
Terrain
• Walk on city streets, rugged paths,
unpaved roads, and steep, uneven stairs
at some sites
Transportation
• Travel by 16-passenger air-conditioned
minibus, 208 to 378-passenger river
ship, smaller boats, and overnight
sleeper train
• 4-hour drives, an 11-hour rail journey,
and four internal flights of 1-2 hours
Accommodations & Facilities
• Hotel rooms are smaller than in the U.S.
and offer simple amenities
• All accommodations feature private
baths, except on the sleeper train and in
the family home, where there are shared
bathrooms

1-800-353-6262 • Press 2

we head to a local restaurant for lunch and a
noodle-making demonstration. Tonight we
indulge in a dumpling dinner and enjoy a Tang
Dynasty cultural show at a local restaurant.
B,L,D—Xian Garden Hotel or similar

Day 9 A Day in the Life of the Donghan
community • Village homestay. This

morning we visit a lacquerware shop and
explore Xian’s City Wall before having lunch at
a local restaurant. Then we travel to Donghan,
a village in the countryside where the colorful
“peasant” painting style originated in the 1950s.
Here we visit the community-founded Guang
Ming Primary School (when in session), which
is supported in part by donations from Grand
Circle Foundation—part of the World Classroom
initiative. We’ll meet students and teachers and
gain some person-to-person insight into Chinese
culture. Then members of our host families will
meet us and we’ll proceed to their homes to
enjoy their hospitality for dinner—which we’ll
participate in preparing—and an overnight stay.
B,L,D—Local family homestay

Day 10 Xian • Fly to Chengdu •
Optional Changing Faces Opera with
Backstage Visit tour. We have a simple

breakfast this morning in the homes of our
hosts, then visit local artists who demonstrate
their coveted artistic skills. Before we depart,
we’ll stroll through the old part of Donghan
for a glimpse of China’s recent past. Then we
transfer to the airport for our afternoon flight
to Chengdu. After checking into our hotel and
enjoying dinner at a local restaurant, the evening
is at leisure. Or, join our optional excursion to
see a performance of the “changing faces” opera.
Face changing, or bian lian in Chinese, is an
ancient performing art that is part of the traditional Sichuan style of opera. Before the performance, we’ll meet the performers backstage.
B,L,D—Furong Hotel or similar

Day 11 Chengdu • Panda Sanctuary. This

morning, we visit the Panda Sanctuary, located
just outside of Chengdu. Because of its location
in Sichuan Province, native habitat of the giant
panda, this facility houses live pandas roaming
freely, the largest number you can see anywhere
in the world. We’ll have lunch at a local restaurant today and free time this afternoon before
dinner at a local restaurant.
B,L,D—Furong Hotel or similar

Day 12 Fly to Lhasa. Early this morning we

fly to Lhasa, Tibet. Upon arrival, we’ll check in
to our hotel, have lunch, and then have some
time to relax. As the city is at an elevation of
12,000 feet, you may feel the effects of its high
altitude. We strongly recommend that you plan

on a minimum of two hours of bed rest upon
arrival to help you acclimatize. Later in the afternoon, you can join a short walk in the vicinity
of the hotel to get oriented. Afterward, a lecturer
will enlighten our group about Tibetan history
and folk customs. This evening, we have dinner
at our hotel.
Please note: If Tibet is closed to travelers, OAT
will replace the Tibet portion of the trip with Lijiang
& Kunming, China.
B,L,D—Minshan Hotel or similar

Day 13 Explore Potala Palace • Visit
Tibet Museum. Today we discover the spec-

tacular Potala Palace. Built in the 17th century,
it boasts more than 1,000 rooms, including
the Red Palace, where the Dalai Lama once
lived. We’ll also have an opportunity to browse
Tibetan handcrafts at a local shop. After lunch,
we visit the Tibet Museum, where extensive
exhibits on Tibet’s history and culture are
housed in a building built in traditional Tibetan
style.
B,L,D—Minshan Hotel or similar

Day 14 Lhasa • Optional Sera &
Papungka monasteries tour. After breakfast

today, we head for the Barkhor Bazaar, a section
of the oldest part of Lhasa that bustles with marketplace activity and religious devotion. Here,
we enter the 1,300-year-old Jokhang Temple,
one of Tibet’s most sacred sites. Later, you can
join an optional tour to the Sera and Papungka
monasteries to witness more of Tibet’s Buddhist
culture.
B,L,D—Minshan Hotel or similar

Day 15 Fly to Chongqing • Cruise
Yangtze. Today, we fly to Chongqing, where

we’ll board our ship this evening after dinner at
a local restaurant.
B,D—Yangtze river ship

Day 18 Visit Three Gorges Dam • Travel
to Wuhan. This morning in Yang Jia Wang,

we’ll visit the controversial Three Gorges Dam.
We’ll then sail on to Yichang, where we’ll disembark and travel overland to Wuhan (about 4-6
hours). We check into our hotel in time for dinner here this evening.
B,L,D—North Han Kou International Hotel or
similar

Day 19 Fly to Hong Kong. This morning,

we transfer to the airport in Wuhan for our
flight to Hong Kong. Upon our arrival, we’ll
enjoy a walk orienting us to the sights around
our hotel. The rest of your day is at leisure for
exploring the city and enjoying dinner on your
own in one of Hong Kong’s many excellent
restaurants.
B—Charterhouse Causeway Bay Hotel or
similar

Day 20 Discover Hong Kong • Optional
Hong Kong by Night & Asian Cuisine
tour. This morning we explore more of Hong

Kong, including the bustling Ladder Street and
Man Mo Temple. Later, we’ll visit an Aberdeen
fishing village. Then you’ll have a chance to
shop for locally made jewelry. Tonight you have
the option of joining our Hong Kong by Night &
Asian Cuisine tour.
B—Charterhouse Causeway Bay Hotel or
similar

Day 21 Explore Hong Kong. Enjoy the

entire day at leisure to explore Hong Kong on
your own. Tonight we enjoy a Farewell Dinner.
B,D—Charterhouse Causeway Bay Hotel or
similar

Day 22 Return to U.S. or begin post-trip
extension. We transfer to Hong Kong’s airport

Day 16 Explore Wanxian, Fengdu, or Shi
Bao Zhai. We go ashore today in Wanxian,

either early or late morning, depending on our
flight schedule. If you’ve chosen our post-trip
extension to the Heart of Cambodia: Angkor Wat
& Siem Reap, you’ll fly to Siem Reap via Ho Chi
Minh City (Saigon).
B

Day 17 Discover the Yangtze Gorges.

Please note: We reserve the right for our Trip
Leaders to modify participation, or in some
circumstances send travelers home if their limitations are impacting the group’s experience.

Fengdu, or Shi Bao Zhai, towns on the banks
of the Yangtze that have been impacted by the
Three Gorges Dam project.
B,L,D—Yangtze river ship

Today we sail through the shortest and most
dramatic of the Yangtze Gorges, Qutang, and
continue through Wu Gorge, renowned for its
forested mountains. In Wushan, we’ll board
smaller boats for an excursion up Daning River
or Shennong Stream through the magnificent
Lesser Three Gorges.
B,L,D—Yangtze river ship

Reservations & Information: Call Toll-Free:

1-800-353-6262 • Press 2

Imperial China, Tibet
& the Yangtze River

SAVE up to 10% and lock in your price!
PAY IN FULL prior to your
departure date

YOUR SAVINGS off your
total trip price*

21 Day Small Ship Adventure only.

12 months or more prior to departure

10% off

11 months prior to departure

7% off

Maximum Group Size: 16

10 months prior to departure

6% off

Departure Date and Prices

9 months prior to departure

5% off

8 months prior to departure

4% off

7 months prior to departure

3% off

October 3, 2016

Promenade Deck
Executive Deck

$4395
$4495

6 months prior to departure

2% off

5 months prior to departure

1.5% off

Make your final payment by check within the
last 120 days

EXAMPLE: Based on a $5000 trip price
Paid in full by check 12 months prior to your departure date, you save $500
(10% of your trip price)
Paid in full by check 8 months prior to your departure date, you save $200
(4% of your trip price)
Paid in full by check 6 months prior to your departure date, you save $100
(2% of your trip price)
* You will save a minimum of $50 when you pay in full by check.
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Trip name/code: Imperial China, Tibet & the Yangtze River/YA4
Departure date: October 3, 2016
Please mention this
code when booking:
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Reservations & Information:
Call Toll-Free: 1-800-353-6262 • Press 2
Please be ready to give the
reservations agent
the following information
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GOVERNMENT TAXES AND FEES The following government taxes and fees are now
included in your airfare price. Government and other authority taxes and fees:
September 11th Security Fee of up to $2.50 USD applies per passenger, per flight
segment (maximum charge per trip—$5.00 USD one-way, $10.00 USD round trip). A
flight segment is defined as one takeoff and one landing. Passenger Facility Charge
(PFC) of up to $18 per passenger. Federal Domestic Flight Segment Fee of up to $3.70
USD applies per passenger, per flight segment (defined as a takeoff and a landing).
U.S. or International Departure and Arrival Charges of up to $200 USD may apply
depending on itinerary. On select itineraries that include the purchase of a pre- and/or
post-trip extension, U.S. or international departure and arrival charges of up to $300
USD may apply. Call for details. Standard Terms & Conditions can be found on the
web at www.gct.com/tc.

Sales
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After you reserve your trip, toll-free Customer Service and our Air
Department are available Monday–Friday 9 am to 8 pm ET, Saturday
& Sunday 9 am to 7 pm ET at 1-800-321-2835.

Elevator

459

Guaranteed Travel Protection Plan:
Not available
Please visit www.oattravel.com/tpp
E ELEVATOR
for details on this optional program.
Standard Terms & Conditions apply
when purchasing this program. Visit our website at www.oattravel.com/tc
for details. All travelers are required to accept the Terms and Conditions policy.
Every effort has been made to produce this information accurately. We reserve the
right to correct errors.
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Main Deck: Outside cabins with private balcony
on lowest passenger deck – 205-226 sq. ft.
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Promenade Deck: Outside cabins with private balcony
on second lowest passenger deck – 205-226 sq. ft.
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Executive Deck: Outside cabins with private balcony
on second highest passenger deck – 205-226 sq. ft.

520

A

517

ES

SPA

Elevator

Executive Suite/Executive Deck
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Single Supplement: FREE. Single
accommodations are limited. If single
roomsare full, ask about our Roommate
Matching Service.

C
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Pinnacle Deck

Additional departure cities are available. Call for details.

Deposit: $500 per person.
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Entertainment
Room
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VIP Club

Conference
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San Francisco

$50 off

G6-25564

